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It is inconceivable the little he gave to La Choin,
whom he so much loved. It never exceeded four hun-
dred louis a quarter in gold, or sixteen hundred louis
a year, whatever the louis might be worth. He gave
them.to her with his own hand, without adding or
subtracting a pistole, and, at the most, made her but
one present a year, and that he looked at twice before
giving. It was said that they were married, and cer-
tain circumstances seemed to justify this rumour. As,
for instance, during the illness of Monseigneur, the
King, as I have said, asked Madame de Maintenon if
she had seen Mademoiselle Choin, and upon receiving
a negative reply, was displeased. Instead of driving
her away from the chateau he inquired particularly
after her! This, to say the least, looked as though
Mademoiselle Choin was Monseigneur's Maintenon;
but the matter remained incomprehensible to the last*
Mademoiselle Choin threw no light upon it, although
she spoke on many other things concerning Mon-
seigneur in the modest home at Paris, to which she had
retired for the rest of her days. The King gave her a
pension of twelve thousand livres.

Monseigneur was, I have said, ignorant to the last
degree, and had a thorough aversion for learning; so
that, according to his own admission, ever since he
had been released from the hands of teachers he had
never read anything except the article in the '" Gazette
de France/' in which deaths and marriages are re-
corded. His timidity, especially before the King, was
equal to his ignorance, which indeed contributed not
a little to cause it The King took advantage of it,
and never treated him as a son, but as a subject. He